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COURSES ON OFFER 2008�2009	 GENERAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

A/AS LEVEL � ReQuIreMenT aT GCSE	
5 Cs or above including English and Maths, or at least a Merit at Level 2.  (If your average GCSE point score is above 
5.0 we will consider a student who does not have English or Maths for certain subjects.)

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 3 � ReQuIreMenT aT GCSE
5 Grade Cs or above or at least a Merit at Level 2

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 2 � ReQuIreMenT aT GCSE
Average score of  4 points (Ds) from your top 5 GCSEs or a Merit at Level 1

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 1 � ReQuIreMenT aT GCSE
Average score of 2 points (Es) from your top 5 GCSEs

GCSE MATHS OR ENGLISH RE�TAKES	  
D at GCSE in the relevant subject 
Please Note:

�	 Some subjects have additional entry requirements as outlined below
�	 The AS courses usually involve 2 modules taken at the end of Year 12
�	 The A2 courses usually involve 2 modules at the end Year 13
�	 A module can be re-taken and the best grade counts.
�	 To progress from AS to A2 you will need to have passed the relevant AS subject with D or above. Occasion-

ally we might let students who obtained an E progress if there are extenuating circumstances.
For more detailed information than provided in this prospectus please refer to the examination board Internet sites:

www.aqa.org.uk � www.edexcel.org.uk � www.ocr.org.uk � www.wjec.co.uk (Welsh Board)

For the purposes of the above 
A*= 8 points, A= 7 points, B= 6 points, C= 5 points, D= 4 points, E= 3 points, F= 2 points, G= 1 point.

AS Philosophy Of Religion
(Ethics And Eastern Religions)	1 1
Science For Public Understanding (AS Level) 	1 1
Sociology	1 1
Community Languages � A Level	1 2

VocaTIonal Courses
Applied A Level Courses
Applied A Level Art & Design Single Award	1 3
Applied A Level Business Double Award	1 3
Applied A Level Business Studies Single Award	1 3
Applied A Level Health & Social Care Double Award	1 3
Applied AS Level ICT  
(Information & Communication Technology) Single Award	1 4
BTEC National Award In Music Practice
(Music Performing) Single Award	1 4
BTEC National Certi�cate In Performing Arts
(Acting) Double Award 	1 4
Applied A Level Science Single Award	1 4
Applied A Level Science Double Award	1 5
Applied A Level Media: Communication And Production 	1 5
Level 2 Courses
National Certi�cate In Business	1 5
Health & Social Care 	1 5
Information And Communication Technology (Level 2)	1 6
Media - BTEC First Diploma (Level 2)	1 6
Level 1 Courses/ Foundation Gnvq
National Award In Business & ICT	 16
National Award In Health And Social Care	1 6
GCSE Mathematics & English	1 6

ADvanceD Level Courses
Art & Design	 2
Biology	 3
Business Studies	 3
Chemistry	 3
Citizenship	 3
Design & Technology (Product Design)	 4
Design - Textiles 	 4
Drama & Theatre Studies	 4
Economics	 5
English Literature	 5
English Language & Literature	 5
Film Studies 	 6
General Studies	 6
Geography	 6
Government & Politics	 6
History	 7
ICT (Information Communication Technology)	 7
Mathematics	 7
Further Mathematics	 7
Modern Foreign Languages
(French, German, Italian, Spanish)	 8
Media Studies	 8
Music Technology	 8
Performance Studies	 8
Photography	 9
Physical Education (PE)	 9
Physics	1 0
Psychology	1 0
Religious Education	1 0

CONTENTS

 Please note some subJects haVe additional Entry requirements
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ART & DESIGN
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus 8031 (AS)  9031 (A2)

Brief Description
AS Art & Design consists of two units of work.  Unit 1 (6031B) 
is 30% at Advanced GCE, 60% of AS, internally set and marked.  
Unit 2 (6032B) Externally Set Assignment is 20% of Advanced 
GCE, 40% of AS, internally marked, externally moderated.

Unit 1 Coursework is structured to develop knowledge skills 
and understanding of a rich visual language.  Students will 
develop their recording skills and demonstrate understanding 
of the formal elements of line, tone, colour, shape, pattern, 
texture, form and structure.  In developing these skills they will 
experiment with a wide range of media and methods learning 
how to transfer this knowledge to develop skills around a 
theme set by the centre.

Students will be encouraged to formulate ideas from a variety 
of starting points and carry out appropriate research and 
use this to inform the development of their ideas.  Students 
will be taught the skills to analyse their own and others 
work.  They will study work made by a variety of artists from 
contemporary, modern and historical backgrounds to inform 
their own work.

Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment is structured as follows.  
Students will be given the examination title set by the Board 
in January 2008.  During the taught preparatory period 
students will be expected to generate ideas from the theme, 
investigate a wide range of appropriate primary and secondary 
sources, and use artists to help them develop their ideas and 
experiment with appropriate materials to develop them.

All work produced during the preparatory period may be 
used during the Externally Set Assignment.  The work must 
cover four assessment objectives.  Students must produce a 
�nal piece of work, unaided, in examination conditions over 
an eight our period.

The course is suitable for any student with a grade B or above 
in Art & Design who wishes to carry on studying Art to an 
advanced level.  If a student has not done GCSE but has gained 
a grade B or above in Textiles for Graphics products they will 
be considered for the course providing they see the Head of 
Department with their portfolio and a reference from either 
their Textiles or D&T teacher.

The most important elements for success on the course are the 
willingness to try new approaches, carry out visual research, 
have the ability to look at art and evaluate it in a critical manner.  
Course work takes a long time to prepare; you must be willing 
to spend time producing quality work outside of taught lesson 
times in order to develop your sketch book.

ART & DESIGN � TEXTILES 
Exam Board: WJEC Syllabus: AS 30380 A2 5490

Brief Description
This course is primarily a creative course that o�ers students 
the opportunity to explore and develop their artistic skills 
using fabrics, threads, dyes and a range of processes and 
machines, including digital embroidery machine work.

The AS course consists of two units, one coursework portfolio 
and one controlled assignment which is an externally set exam 
assignment, based on Fashion, Costume and Fabric Artwork.  
During the AS course students will study eras in fashion 
and the work of modern and historical textiles designers 
and craftspeople.  This work is an important part of student 
development, as young designers it enables them to critically 
evaluate the work of others, providing insights into the context 
in which their work was made and its creative elements.

The A2 course is also two units.  One is a personal investigation 
which comprises personal study that requires students to 
show their development and understanding of working with 
textiles through integrated images and texts.  This means 
that students choose the area of study they want to work on, 
examples of past projects are �The Study of Embroidery and 
Denim� and �20th Century Fashion and Now�.  The second unit 
is a controlled assignment presented to candidates at the start 
of the preparation period.  This work includes showing critical 
contextual understanding in written, oral and visual forms.

Assessment Units
AS 	 Unit 1 Coursework Portfolio 30%  60 marks
	 Unit 2 Controlled Assignment 20%  40 marks

A2	 Unit 3 Personal Investigation  30%  60 marks
	 Unit 4 Controlled Assignment  20%  40 marks

Speci�c Entry Requirements
A grade B in Art or Textiles.  Students without these may still 
be considered on production of a portfolio of work.

A LEVEL COURSES

All A level courses starting in September 2008 are being revised with the number of units studied reduced from three to two in 
both the AS and the A2 year. When this prospectus was sent to the printer many of the new courses had not yet received �nal 
approval from the Government body the QCA.  Therefore, the course descriptions that follow are subject to change. Please check 
at our Open Evening, or with the Sixth Form O�ces or relevant department for the latest information.
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BIOLOGY
Exam Board: OCR Syllabus 

Brief Description
This course is divided into four units each covering di�erent 
key concepts in Biology.  There is less emphasis on recall and 
more on understanding and application.  During the A2 course 
there is a residential �eldwork visit held outside London.	

Biology can lead to a range of degree courses and careers in 
science.  It is a necessary prerequisite for many health related 
careers.	

AS topics could include:
		  Cells, Exchange and Transport 
		  Molecules, Biodiversity and Interaction 
		  Practical skill in Biology I 	

A2 topics could include:
		  Communications, Homeostasis and Energy 
		  Control, Genomes and Environment 
		  Practical skills in Biology 2	

Assessment Methods
By end of module exams and by terminal exams.  The course 
has an assessed coursework component.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
At GCSE Level a minimum of grade BB in Science and a grade 
C in Maths.

BUSINESS STUDIES
Exam Board: AQA Syllabus: AS 5131 A2 6131

Brief Description
Students need to develop a critical understanding of organisa-
tions, the markets they serve and the process of adding value.  
It involves the consideration of the internal working and 
management of organisations and, in particular, the process of 

decision making in a dynamic external environment. Students 
need to develop awareness that business behaviour can be 
studied from the perspectives of a range of stakeholders 
including customers, managers, creditors, owners/share-
holders and employees.  Awareness is also needed of the 
economic, environmental, ethical, governmental, legal, social 
and technological issues associated with business activity.

AS 
Unit 1:	 Planning & Financing a Business:
		  Starting a Business
		  Financial Planning

Unit 2:	 Managing a Business:
		  People
		  Operations Management
		  Finance
		  Marketing & Competition

A2 
Unit 3:	 Strategies for Success:
		  Financial Strategies & Accounts
		  Marketing Strategies
		  Operations Strategies
		  Human Resources Strategies

Unit 4:	 The Business Environment and Change:
		  External In�uences
		  Leadership, Corporate Culture, Ethics
		  Managing Change

Assessment Methods
AS examination 50%
A2 examination 35%
Coursework Project 15% 
Some examination questions are based on case studies.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
At least a grade B at GCSE Business if studied.

Hillsyde courses 2007.indd   3 28/8/07   11:08:55



�

CHEMISTRY
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus: 

Brief Description
Students will study aspects of Chemistry that are often in the 
media and that a�ect their lives.  This includes climate change, 
green chemistry, pharmaceuticals and chemistry research.  
Chemistry leads to a wide variety of careers and degree courses 
in science and technology.  It is a necessary prerequisite for 
many health-related courses, including medicine.

AS Could include units on:
		  Core principles of chemistry
		  Applications of the core principles
		  Laboratory skills I

A2 Could include units on:
		  Rates, equilibria and further organic chemis-
try
		  Transition metals and nitrogen chemistry
		  laboratory skills II

Assessment Methods
Terminal exams and practical coursework.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
At GCSE level a minimum of grade BB in Science and a grade 
B in Maths.

CITIZENSHIP
Exam Board: AQA Syllabus: AS 5101

Brief Description
This course will examine citizenship from a social science 
perspective.  You will acquire knowledge, and a critical 
understanding of contemporary social processes, structures 
and institutions and an understanding of spiritual, moral 
and cultural issues.  You will develop skills to enhance your 
ability to participate more e�ectively as a citizen including 
the ability to make decisions in the light of evidence, evaluate 
alternative/competing arguments and de�nitions of problems 
and to articulate your own position in relation to contemporary 
political debates relating to citizenship.

Units covered could include:
		  The Citizen and the State
		  The Citizen and the Social Process
		  The Citizen, Society and the Community

There are 2 written papers.  Each module accounts for one 
half of the total marks

Entry requirements
There are no speci�c entry requirements.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY � PRODUCT DESIGN

Brief Description.
This course will give you the opportunity to develop your 
design and manufacturing skills. You will undertake a range of 
projects which will incorporate CAD (computer aided design) 
and CAM (computer aided manufacture). This course will 
enable you to gain an in depth understanding of the properties 
of a range of manufacturing materials and manufacturing 
processes, giving you a clear insight into how everyday 
products are made.  There is also a strong emphasis on the 
environmental impact of the product life cycle and you will 
learn about the responsibilities of the manufacturer, retailer 
and user in ensuring the sustainability of product design.

AS Unit 1	 Written Exam on the theme of Materials and 
Components
		  Weighting  	50% of total AS
				    25% of total A Level marks.

AS Unit 2 	 Coursework � Approximately 50 Hours
		  Weighting  	50% of total AS
				    25% of total A Level marks.

A2 Unit 3	 Written Exam on the theme of Design and 
Manufacture
		  Weighting	 25% of total A Level marks.

A2 Unit 4	 Approximately 60 Hours
		  Weighting	 25% of total A Level marks.

Entry requirements
At least a Grade B in GCSE D&T.

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
Exam Board: AQA Syllabus: AS 5241 A2 6241

Brief Description
This course provides the means to gain an entry quali�cation 
for a variety of courses in higher education, in the area of 
drama and theatre studies or in other subjects.  Students may 
pursue their interests and develop their skills in a range of 
practical drama elements.  They will work in groups of 2 to 8 
actors with, optionally, designers and directors in addition to 
the actors.  Students will choose their own areas of interest for 
research into an in�uential director, designer, theatre company 
or other practitioner.
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Assessment Methods

AS Level
Unit 1:	� Candidates� personal response to live theatre 

seen during the course.  Interpretation of a set 
play from a performance perspective.

Unit 2:	� Working in groups to develop and present an 
extract from a published lay chosen by the 
candidates.  Study of an in�uential director, 
designer, theatre company or other practitioner, 
linked to the candidate�s practical work.

A Level
Unit 3:	� Study of a set play with a choice from a variety 

of pre-twentieth century plays.  Study of a set 
play with a choice from a variety of twentieth 
century plays or contemporary drama.

Unit 4:	� Working in groups to develop and present a 
devised drama, performed in a theatrical style 
of their choice.  Research into a theatrical style 
chosen by the group for their practical work.

ECONOMICS
Exam Board: AQA Syllabus:5141/6141

Brief Description
Students who study economics will �nd it a fascinating subject 
because it enables them to re�ect on what is going on in the 
world around them. One Economist said that Economics �is a 
study of mankind in the everyday business of life�. It has a high 
status with top universities.

Economics revolves around the central economic problem; 
that is, our in�nite wants compared to our scarce resources. 
Scarcity of resources means that we have to make decisions 
about what to produce with our resources, how to produce the 
goods that we have decided to produce and how to distribute 
what we have produced; who gets what? 

Advanced level Economics introduces students to the 
di�erent branches and to the di�erent schools of thought 
that exist within the discipline. Students will be introduced 
to microeconomics and macroeconomics. Microeconomics 
focuses on how individual markets allocate resources, and also 
how they sometimes fail to do this. Macroeconomics is the 
study of the bigger economic picture focusing on issues such 
as in�ation and unemployment and how various institutions, 
such as national governments, try to manipulate the macro 
economy for the bene�t of us all. 

There are 2 units at AS and a further 2 units at A2.
Unit 1:	 Markets and market failure:

Unit 2:	 The National Economy

Unit 3:	 Business Economics and the Distribution of 
Income

Unit 4:	 The National and International Economy

All of the units are assessed by examination. For more detailed 
information about this course go to http://www.aqa.org.
uk/qual/gceasa/eco.html 

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Grade B in Maths and English

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Exam Board: AQA Syllabus: AS 5741 A2 6741

Brief Description
In this course you will not only study great literature, but also 
the history of literature. You will explore the links between 
texts and society and how texts connect with their times.  In 
year 12 you will follow a course of study in one of the following 
three areas:  Victorian Literature, World War One Literature or 
The Struggle for Identity in Modern Literature.  Candidates 
will study three texts (one of each genre) in detail, plus three 
texts for wider reading and contextual support.  In year 13 
the speci�cation synthesizes the skills and the learning of the 
whole course.  Candidates will prepare for a paper which will 
contain unprepared passages for close study. Comparison and 
critical commentary on the theme �Love through the Ages�.  In 
Unit 4, candidates will be encouraged to re�ect on ways of 
reading and writing about texts.

Assessment Methods
AS

Unit 1: 	 Texts in Context
		  Written exam, 2 hours
		  60% of total AS marks, 30% of total A-level 
marks
		  Two questions:
		  �	1  linking wider reading to a given extract
		  �	1  on the set poetry text

Unit 2:  	 Creative Study
		  Coursework (2 pieces of work)
		  40% of total AS marks, 20% of total A-level 
marks

A2
Unit 3:  	 Reading for Meaning
		  This will be based on the theme Love Through 
the Ages.
		  Written paper, 2 hours
		  30% total of A Level marks.

Unit 4:  	 Extended Essay and Shakespeare Study
		  Coursework (2 pieces of work)
		  20% of total A Level marks

Speci�c Entry Requirements
At least a grade B in GCSE English Language and English 
Literature.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
Exam Board: AQA Syllabus AS  5726 A2 6726

Brief Description
The course connects the study of English Literature and 
Language and allows students to develop as independent, 
con�dent and re�ective readers and writers. Students are given 
the opportunity to explore the relationship between language 
and literature through reading and analysing texts as well as 
writing for a variety of audiences and purposes.

Assessment Methods

AS Themes could include  
		  Introduction to Language and Literature 
study 
		  The Changing Language of Literature 
		  Production of Texts � Coursework 

A2 Themes could include
		  Text Transformation - Coursework
		  Talk in Life and Literature 
		  Critical Approaches 

Speci�c Entry Requirements
A grade CB in GCSE English Language and English Literature.

FILM STUDIES 
Exam Board: WJEC Syllabus 

Brief Description
This course aims to o�er students the chance to combine 
creative work with an exploration of a broad range of �lm 
� from Hollywood mainstream to World Cinema.

Assessment Methods
The course comprises of four units. At AS-Level (Year One):

FM1 (centre-assessed coursework - 20% of overall 
marks)
Exploring Film Form:  Examination of the language of �lm with 
a focus on the various ways in which meanings are constructed 
�coursework tasks consist of the analysis/reading of a �lm 
extract of the candidate�s choice and a creative project.

FM2 (externally-assessed � 21/2 hr written paper - 30% of 
overall marks)
British and American Film:  This unit consists of three sections; 
Producers and Audiences; Topics in British Film; and US Film 
� a comparative study

Students who continue to the A2 will then take;

FM3 (centre-assessed coursework - 25% of overall 
marks)
Research and Creative Projects:  Coursework tasks consist 
of a small-scale research project and an advanced creative 
project.

FM4 (externally-assessed � 23/4 hr written paper - 25% of 
overall marks)
Film Issues and Debates:  This unit consists of three sections; 
World Cinema; Spectatorship Topics; and Critical Study of a 
single Film.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Grade B in English Language GCSE

GENERAL STUDIES
Exam Board: OCR Syllabus: AS 3831 A2 7831

Brief Description
This subject aims to broaden your Sixth Form studies and 
give you valuable UCAS points. The course covers Arts, 
Humanities, Science, and Social Sciences such as Economics, 
Politics, Psychology and Sociology. It is about significant 
contemporary issues and the understanding of the di�erences 
between facts and opinions, values and beliefs. In addition you 
will have the opportunity to gain a Key Skills quali�cation in 
Communications.

Assessment Methods
A combination of external written exams and coursework. 
At both AS and A2 the cultural, social and scienti�c domains 
are covered.

GEOGRAPHY
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus: 9215

Brief Description
Geography can lead to a wide range of professional careers, 
including those in journalism, science, environmental projects, 
rural and urban planning, architecture and surveying.

AS Themes could include
	 �	 Managing Human Environment (urban and 
rural) 
	 �	 Changing Physical Land Forms and their 
Management (rivers and coasts) 
	 �	 Fieldwork

A2  Global Challenge Themes could include:
	 Weather, climate and ecosystems, including the impact 
of people
	 Population and the Changing Global Economy or Sports 
and Leisure
	 Problem solving and decision making

Speci�c Entry Requirements
B at GCSE Level Geography
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus: AS 8067 A2 9067 

Brief Description
Students are provided with a thorough introduction to the 
study of Politics and in particular use the skills of analysis, 
evaluation and logical argument. It is an ideal basis for develop-
ing independent and critical thinking and provides progression 
to a wide range of university courses. It is a relevant subject 
for a variety of careers including journalism, law, civil service, 
local government and business.

AS - British Politics
Unit 1 People and Politics. This unit introduces the study of 
UK Politics and the key channels of communication between 
government and the people. It covers democracy, participa-
tion, representation, party policies and ideas, pressure groups 
and electoral systems.

Unit 2 Governing the UK.  This unit introduces students to the 
major governmental processes within the UK.  It encourages 
them to develop a critical understanding of the role and ef-
fectiveness of key institutions. The major topics are the Prime 
Minister, Cabinet, Parliament, Judiciary, Civil Liberties and the 
Constitution.

A2- Ideologies and World Politics
Unit 4 Introducing Political Ideologies.. Students will 
develop and understanding of competing ideologies in order 
to become aware of how far they shape political argument 
and understanding. In particular, the ideologies of anarchism, 
conservatism, liberalism, socialism and Marxism are studied.

Unit 5 Global Political Issues. Global politics constitutes a 
range of competing values, theories and doctrines. Students 
need to understand and analyse the contrasting arguments.  
The main topics are Human Rights, Environment, Poverty and 
Development, Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) and the 
Clash of Civilizations.

Assessment Methods
AS Units 1 & 2 each have a 1hour 20min examination. 
A2 Units 3 & 4 each have a 1 hour 30min examination
There is a combination of short answer and essay questions

Speci�c Entry Requirements
B grade in History if taken.

HISTORY
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus AS 8264 A2 9264

AS

Unit 1 Historical Themes in Breadth
Students will study two topics in order to gain a broad overview 
of a particular theme, and will assess the historical signi�cance 
of events, ideas, attitudes and beliefs and how these in�uenced 
behaviours and action. Possible topics include Russia in 
Revolution 1881-1924, Stalin�s Russia 1924-53, Pursuing Life 
and Liberty: Equality in the USA 1945-68.

Unit 2 British History Depth Studies
Students will study a period of British history in order to 
develop an in-depth understanding of attitudes, beliefs 
and structures of society. Possible topics include British 
Political History 1945-1990 - Consensus and Con�ict; Britain 
1860-1930- the Changing Position of Women and the Su�rage 
Question; Mass media, Popular Culture and Social Change in 
Britain Since 1945.

A2

Unit 3 Depth Studies and Associated Historical 
Controversies
Students will undertake a depth study to explore the nature of 
challenges and con�icts relating to societies and/or political 
systems in the period studied, and to explore an issue of 
historical debate. A possible topic could be From Kaiser to 
Fuhrer - Germany1900-45

Unit 4 Historical Enquiry
Students will carry out an enquiry which will address the 
aspects of a chosen theme over a period of 100 years. They 
will examine both the short-term signi�cance of an individual, 
movement or event, as well as the factors a�ecting change 
throughout the whole period. There is a very wide choice of 
subject.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Grade B in History or another Humanities subject.
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ICT �INFORMATION COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY�

Exam Board: AQA Syllabus: AS 5521 A2 6521

Brief Description
It is important that students understand that this is a theoreti-
cally based course.

AS:  The nature, role, value and security of data and information. 
How computer systems manage, distribute and manipulate 
information. A report on how you have designed and produced 
a spreadsheet solution to a realistic problem.

A2: How organisations use information, successful computer 
based information systems, the design and implementation 
of a database for a real end user

Speci�c Entry Requirements
A grade B in GCSE ICT if taken.

MATHEMATICS
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus: AS 8371 A2 9371

Brief Description
Mathematics at AS and A Level is divided into the Core (Pure 
Maths) and applications �Statistics and Mechanics.  There is an 
option for studying Decision Maths as one of the applications 
at Sydenham.  The Core makes up two thirds of the course 
and involves extending topics such as algebra, geometry and 
trigonometry studied at GCSE and new topics such as calculus.  
Statistics involves probability and the representation and 
analysis of data.  Mechanics includes the study of the movement 
of objects and the forces acting on them using Newton�s Laws of 
Motion.  Decision Maths uses graphs, networks and algorithms 
to help make e�cient decisions typically arising from manage-
rial, commercial or industrial contexts.  Students study two out 
of the three applications in a full A level, one each year.

Assessment Methods
2 Modules in each year: one is Pure Maths and one applica-
tion.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
At GCSE Level a grade B or above in Mathematics at Higher level.  
There is a large emphasis on algebra at AS/A Level and students 
must be pro�cient in the Higher Level work in this area.

FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Exam Board: OCR Syllabus MEI 3896/7896

Brief Description
This is for A-Level students who are particularly interested 
in Mathematics who can take an additional quali�cation in 
Further Mathematics if they have an A* grade at GCSE.  We 
will consider a student with an A grade with a teacher�s 
recommendation.  The students would need to do their AS 
and A2 Mathematics on the same site that o�ers Further 
Mathematics.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES �FRENCH, 
GERMAN, ITALIAN, SPANISH�

Brief Description
The courses involve the development of language skills 
through the study of issues relating to the contemporary 
culture of France, Germany, Spain or Italy. The courses are 
organised on a topic basis covering themes of modern life 
and culture and aspects of society. All lessons are conducted 
in the target language.

Assessment Methods
Examinations in speaking, reading, listening and writing. 
Written coursework (15%).

Speci�c Entry Requirements
At least a grade B at GCSE in the target language.

MEDIA STUDIES
Exam Board: OCR Syllabus AS H140 A2 H540 

Brief Description
This course aims to o�er students the chance to combine 
production work with an exploration of the key concepts of 
media study � from new technologies to globalisation. 

The course comprises of four units. At AS-Level (Year 
One):

G321 (centre-assessed coursework - 25% of overall 
marks)
Foundation Portfolio - Production Work � contemporary media 
technologies
Candidates produce a media product, supported by an 
evaluative/research portfolio.

G322 (externally-assessed � 2 hr written paper - 25% of 
overall marks)
Key Media Concepts
This unit consists of a mix of textual analysis and study of 
audiences and institutions.

Students who continue to the A2 will then take;

G323 (centre-assessed coursework - 25% of overall 
marks)
Advanced Portfolio
Coursework consists of a research portfolio and an advanced 
creative project.

G324 (externally-assessed � 2 hr written paper - 25% of 
overall marks)
Critical Perspectives
This unit will ask candidates to provide a theoretical evaluation 
of their project and to answer an analytical question on a 
contemporary media issue. 

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Grade B in English Language GCSE
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Brief Description
The course o�ers �ve areas of study; the development of 
Music Technology, music from the classical western tradition, 
popular music and jazz, music forms, the moving image, and 
words and music.

Assessment Methods
A combination of written examinations and coursework

Speci�c Entry Requirements
B or above at GCSE Music and the skills to perform in 
ensembles.

PERFORMANCE STUDIES
Exam Board: OCR Syllabus: AS 3873 A2 7873

Brief Description
This course aims to establish an approach to the performing arts 
that is multi-disciplinary and develops qualities of imagination, 
sensitivity and artistic knowledge and understanding. This 
course helps candidates to acquire skills, to analyse repertoire 
in each of the art forms of Dance, Drama and Music, and study 
approaches to performance that unite them.

Candidates devise original pieces of work and perform existing 
repertoire. Through the study of practitioners and integrated 
topics, they are introduced to the social, cultural and historical 
contexts in which the performing arts operate which develops 
their ability to discuss and evaluate their own practical work 
in this wider context.

Progression is onto higher education or work in the perform-
ance industry, teaching, art therapy and arts administration.

AS Units will develop skills by devising and performing short 
pieces of dance, drama and music as well as studying the work 
of practitioners. 

A2 Units could include studying an area of dance/drama/music 
e.g. political theatre, modern dance, musicals as well as 
creating an original piece of performance work that explores 
techniques and approaches learnt during the course.

Assessment Methods
A combination of coursework, written exams, and practical 
work marked by visiting examiner

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Grade C or above in English. Grade B or above in Expressive 
Arts/Dance/Drama/Music

The course provides a suitable progression route for candidates 
who already have a GCSE in Dance, Drama, Music or Expressive 
Arts. A good standard of performance in one of the three areas 
is required.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Exam board: OCR Syllabus AS 3805 A2 7805

Brief Description
Photography enables students to:

	 �	� To explore the development and signi�cance 
of photography as a means of visual expression 
and communication.

	 �	� To adopt an investigative approach to lens-based 
photography, experimental photography, �lm 
and video and multi-media.

	 �	� Develop a range of practical, technical and 
professional skills, techniques and processes 
through project-based activities.

	 �	� Develop an imaginative and creative approach 
to the medium of photography

	 �	� Experiment with photography as a versatile 
medium and acquire an increasing awareness 
of photography as a �ne art and cultural tool.

Units are likely to cover such activities as: 
Research Projects, Personal Investigation, Controlled Assign-
ment or Test, Personal Study. 

Speci�c entry requirements:
There is no need for students to have completed GCSE 
Photography to successfully complete Advanced level 
Photography.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION �PE�
	 Exam Board: AQA Syllabus AS 5581 A2 6581

Brief Description
A course of study that expands on many of the ideas and 
concepts already encountered at KS4.  For students who have 
studied GCSE PE it is a natural progression. The areas of study 
are as follows:

AS 
Includes studying physiological and psychological factors that 
improve performance, social and historical e�ects on participa-
tion and performance as well as coursework. You will need to 
analysis and evaluate factors that improve performance by 
planning, performing and evaluating a training programme 
with a practical demonstration, or a written project.

A2 
Includes studying physiological, biomechanical and psycho-
logical factors which contribute towards the best possible 
performance. You will also look at factors a�ecting the nature 
and development of elite performance. You will need to 
undertake a practical demonstration of skills or a written 
project and an assignment that is externally assessed.

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Grade B at GCSE Physical Education (PE) or in a Science subject, 
together with a proven record of interest, participation and 
performance in Physical Education.

PHYSICS
Exam Board: Edexcel Syllabus 

Brief Description
The AS course includes topics such as mechanics, waves, 
electricity, light.

The A2 course includes topics such as further mechanics, 
electric and magnetic �elds, particle physics, thermal energy, 
nuclear decay, oscillations, astrophysics, cosmology.

There is a considerable practical component to the course.

Astrophysics study is supported by the Royal Observatory at 
Greenwich.

Physics can lead to a wide range of careers and degree courses 
within science and technology.  It is a prerequisite for many 
engineering degrees and information technology courses. 
Physics quali�cations are in short supply, highly marketable 
and can lead to a wide range of career opportunities.

AS Themes could include:
		  �Physics to Go� 
		   �Physics at Work� 
		   �Exploring Physics� 

A2 Themes could include:
		   �Physics on the Move� 
		   �Physics from Creation to Collapse� 
		�   �Experimental Physics� � tested through practical 

work

Speci�c Entry Requirements
Minimum:  Physics B / Science BB, Mathematics B
Students must take AS/A2 Mathematics alongside the 
Physics. 

PSYCHOLOGY
	 Exam Board: AQA Syllabus  AS 5181 A2 6181

Brief Description
Psychology is the investigation of human thought and 
behaviour.  During the AS year students study a variety of 
psychological areas including: abnormal social development, 
cognitive and physiological psychology and research methods 
used in psychological investigations. 

During the A2 year students opt to specialize in certain psycho-
logical areas e.g. Pro and Anti-Social Behaviour; Relationships; 
Biological Rhythms, Sleep and Dreaming Students also study 
Psychopathology; Issues in Psychology such as Cultural and 
Gender Bias, Socially Sensitive Research and Ethics. They then 
apply their knowledge to a psychological scenario. 

A high proportion of psychology students progress to 
University courses in general psychology or a specialized 
�eld as diverse as Forensic Psychology or Sports Psychology. 
Psychologists work in many di�erent areas such as criminal 
psychologists or occupations in education, media, law, or 
health and counseling
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